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Obituary
“Born Dec. 26, 1885—93 yrs old 
(Beside the ‘93’ is penned in a 
much shakier hand ‘98.’)

Education:
Grades Public School. 
High School—St. Francis Academy; 

Co. Bluffs, Iowa—BVMs
B.A. Lib Arts Clarke College, 

Dubuque
BFA Art. Inst, Chicago 
M.A. Catholic U School of Architec-

ture
= 4 Sheepskins

3 summers Columbia University, 
NY”

On the inside of the card, she 
listed three, of the many, works 
she wanted to be remembered as 
hers:
“2 Angels at entrance to Mundelein 

College
Communications medal in honor of 

St. Gabriel and St. Clare
Copies of a Dissertation on ‘The 

Blessed Virgin Mary in Sculpture, 
Stained Glass and Ivories of France 
in the 13th Century.’ 3 copies in 
the Catholic University Library 
– Washington, D.C.”

The sculptures of angels, commis-
sioned by Mother Isabella Kane, are, 
Jophiel, “the beauty of God” and “Uriel, 
the light of God” (left).

Pillars and statues adorning tem-
ples of ancient Greece inspired her 
Gabriel’s designs; she then created the 
fi gures. The statues were next cast in 
plaster and sent to Italy where they 
were rendered in concrete. They are 
about two stories high and stand on 
either side of the main doors of Mun-
delein College (now part of Loyola 
University).

Linking Art 
and Philosophy

BVM Mary James 
Ann Walsh was born 
in 1912 and baptized 
Seraphia Angela. Af-
ter high school she 
entered the BVM 
congregation and 
gained a BA from 
Clarke, where she 
began her teaching 
and creative endeavors in 1933 and 
continued as instructor or department 
chair until 1967. During this time she 
exhibited many works in varied media 
like “oils,” “lacquers and oils,” “ca-
seins,” “drawings,” “water colors” and 
“mosaics.”

In 1960 James Ann made a tour 
of European countries beginning in 
West Berlin and continuing through 
France, The Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Italy and others, capturing magnifi cent 
scenes from each. Some titles from 
this journey are “Night—West Berlin,” 
(ink and casein) showing the almost 
frantic gaiety of this “island city in an 

ocean of joyless Marxist socialism”; 
“Mont St. Michel” an oil of this dour 
monastic fortress in grays and umbers 
and another oil “Candles of Chartes,” “a 
symbolic commentary on the fervor of 
thousands of pilgrims who keep alight 
a forest of fl ame before the Virgin of 
Chartres.”1

One of her paintings “Pioneer An-
gelus” commemorated the fi rst Angelus 
rung in Dubuque and it was promi-
nently displayed at Clarke College for 
many years.

As a teacher James Ann believed 
that art students needed a strong back-
ground in the works of Plato, Aristotle 
and Jacques Maritain “if they are to 
relate what they are doing with the 
past and present” and arranged their 
courses of study to include these phi-
losophers. 

Also, she was quite open to changes 
in the art world and produced a num-
ber of abstract paintings, some of 
which are displayed near the Clarke 
College library.

Mary James Ann left Clarke in 1967 
to teach in California; while there, she 
developed cancer. Its rapid advance 
made necessary her return to Mt. Car-
mel in April of 1980 and by the end of 
May she was gone. 

Few of her works are in BVM hands, 
but, as she would have wanted, they 
are gracing collections and museums 
where they continue to give pleasure 
to many. 

Footnote:
1  Material taken from an article in The Clarke 

College Courier, February 18, 1960

About the author: Jean Byrne, BVM (Jean 
Francis) is a researcher and writer in the BVM 
Archives.

“Belmont Harbor,” by James Ann Walsh, BVM


